BHAVESH M. KOTHARI’S VICE PRESIDENT REPORT FOR 3RD M.C. MEETING TO BE HELD ON 10TH JUNE, 2023
First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to our esteemed President, Shri Aseem Bordiaji, for entrusting me with the privilege of serving as the Vice President of FPTA. It is an honor to be given this opportunity to contribute to the association and work alongside such a dedicated and visionary leader. I am excited and fully committed to fulfilling my responsibilities to the best of my abilities, while upholding the values and objectives of FPTA. 
a. Names of the Affiliated Associations under your jurisdiction:

Ahmedabad Paper Merchants Association
Baroda Paper Merchants Association

Indore Paper Merchants Association

Jaipur Paper Merchants Association

b.   Whether you have visited any of the Associations during the quarter, if not the reasons.
I was unable to attend the Associations under my jurisdiction during the quarter. However, I have been actively engaged and in regular contact with both the president and secretary to stay informed about the ongoing discussions and developments within the association. I have been actively contributing my inputs and suggestions whenever possible. 
c.  What are the views of the Associations be it on trade, the functioning of FPTA, Government policies etc.
The 'Say NO to Plastic' movement has opened new opportunities for the paper industry, as the market increasingly favors paper packaging for the betterment of the environment. Paper has emerged as one of the best alternatives to plastic, particularly for packaging, as it has no harmful side effects.

With changing environmental conditions and the active role played by governments, the increasing awareness of the hazards of plastic has prompted marketers to choose paper over plastic, and governments are actively encouraging consumers to avoid plastic use. This proactive approach by governments and the adoption of nature-friendly practices by society have boosted the paper market. 

According to the report 'India Paper Market Overview, 2018-2023,' the overall paper market in India has witnessed a CAGR of over 10% during the review period from 2011-12 to 2016-17. Paperboard & industrial packaging paper, paper stationery, newspaper print, and specialty paper collectively contribute to the overall paper market. However, revising forest policies is crucial for the wood-based paper industry to promote plantation efforts by industry, farmer cooperatives, and state governments. 

In response to growing concerns about landfill space and the slow degradation of non-biodegradable plastic and metal packaging, marketers are embracing paper as an alternative. As a result, the paper and paperboard market is experiencing significant growth and promising prospects for the future.
Traders have high expectations for continued positive developments from both the government and the paper market

d. Whether you are in touch with the President and FPTA Secretariat regularly.

I have maintained regular contact with both the President and FPTA Secretary, engaging in various ongoing discussions regarding FPTA matters and other developments related to the industry. These conversations have allowed us to stay up to date on important issues and collaborate on finding solutions that benefit the association and its members.
e. Whether you have attended the Managing Committee Meeting of FPTA held during the Quarter and if not the reasons. 

I had the privilege of attending the 2nd Managing Committee meeting held on December 23rd and 24th, 2022 in Ahmedabad. It was a valuable opportunity for me to participate in the discussions and decision-making processes that took place during the meeting. Being present at the meeting allowed me to contribute my insights and perspectives on the matters discussed, ensuring that my input was heard and considered by the committee members. I greatly appreciate the opportunity to have been part of such a productive and important gathering.
f. 
What is your assessment with regard to the functioning of FPTA – whether you have any suggestions which would give a boost to its working.

Under the leadership of Mr. Aseem Bordiaji, the functioning of FPTA has been commendable. FPTA has been actively engaged in discussions with various authorities to advocate for reforms in the paper industry that would greatly benefit the paper trading fraternity. We have high expectations that FPTA will continue to actively and effectively communicate with all relevant authorities, urging them to respond promptly and favorably to the proposed reforms. With Mr. Bordiaji's guidance, we are confident that FPTA will achieve positive outcomes for the betterment of the industry as a whole.
g.  Any other suggestions. 


a. FPTA is committed to establishing comprehensive trade practice guidelines for wholesalers and retailers, ensuring that they are regularly updated and reviewed to reflect the evolving industry landscape. These guidelines will serve as a valuable resource for members, providing them with clear and current standards to adhere to in their business operations.
 
b. Active participation in discussions, forums, and events organized by FPTA is strongly encouraged for all members. These engagements provide significant benefits to individuals within the industry, offering valuable networking opportunities, knowledge sharing, and access to the latest industry trends and insights. By actively participating in these initiatives, members can enhance their professional growth and contribute to the collective advancement of the industry as a whole.
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