First of all, I thank The Karnataka Paper Merchants & Stationers’ Association (KPMSA) Bangalore for giving me the honour to represent as Vice President of FPTA 2023-24. I am pleased to serve as FPTA VP South under the leadership of Dalip Bindal and the FPTA team. Dalip Bindalji has initiated that all vice president meeting before each FPTA MC meeting which is very good, also had Zoom meetings to get update on activities of all Association.
Affiliated FPTA Associations under my Jurisdiction (4)

· The Karnataka Paper Merchants & Stationers’ Association (KPMSA), Bangalore

· Hubli Paper Traders’ Association (HPTA), Hubli

· Paper Traders Association, Kerala

· The Lucknow Paper Merchant Associations

I have attended all three FPTA MC Meetings and shall attend the 4th FPTA MC and the FPTA AGM to be held in Goa. My concern from day one is how we do business at sustainable margins as the trade is getting more open and harder. Inflation is around 6% year-on-year, and our margins are shrinking. While paper mills have a good and sustainable EBITDA, paper traders are expected to work on very low margins after taking all the risks. The next generations are not interested in joining the business due to low margins and high stress from selling to recovering money.

FPTA should provide guidelines on working with minimum margins, protecting the trade, and creating programs to involve the third generation in the business. We should conduct debates on this topic at the AGM, which will benefit all members.

The FPTA team is striving to ensure that maximum knowledge is shared with all affiliated association members, trying to solve problems in the trade, representing the government regarding the same and conducting webinars, which very few members are attending which is a concern.

KPMSA Activities for the Year 23-24

· Regular conducting yearly AGM & MC  meeting sending monthly reports
· Medical camp
· President Dalip Bindal, Bhavesh Gala, Raghav Kothari, Mehul Mehta visited Bangalore and attended Cricket Auction day event.
· Cricket tournament

· Delegates to FPTA foreign tour

· 4 Members will attend 12th short-term course on pulp & paper

· Distribution of free notebooks and paying needy students' school fees

· Celebrations of Republic Day, Paper Day, and Independence Day

· 90% KYC updated

· Regular attendance at FKCCI seminars and timely updates to all members
President Dalip Bindal had address the KPMSA gathering highlighted the FPTA’s Activites, awareness of Paper day .
HPTA Activities

· Regularly conducting MC meetings

· Sending monthly reports to FPTA

· Members attending all FPTA MC meetings

· Social services like free food distribution, artificial limbs distribution, and celebrations of Republic Day, Paper Day, and Independence Day
· President Dalip Bindal, Bhavesh Gala, Rajen Aythora visited hubli 
I am trying to regularly contact the Paper Traders Association Kerala and The Lucknow Paper Merchant Associations, but there has been no response to my phone calls. I have sent FPTA KYC to be updated by mail and WhatsApp and followed up for annual subscriptions with them. FPTA needs to boost these two associations as they are not regularly conducting MC meetings or sending monthly MC reports.

I thank our President Dalip Bindal, Bhavesh Gala, Raghav Kothari, Mehul Mehta and all FPTA & KPMSA members who have supported me in this journey. Thanks, team FPTA & KPMSA.

Regards
Dinesh Jain

VP South 

